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CONDITION 

(Check One) +-- I (Check One> I 
Chester  i s  a massive, two-story frame house covered by a gable roof.  Bot 
the  f r o n t  and r e a r  facades a r e  t h r e e  bays, wi th  o f f - cen te r  doors r e f l e c t i  
t he  s i d e  h a l l  plan.  On the  s i d e  of the  house opposi te  the  h a l l  a r e  two 
e x t e r i o r  chimney s t a c k s ,  joined on both the  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  l e v e l s  
by pent  c l o s e t s .  The major po r t ion  of t h i s  chimney s t r u c t u r e  is l a i d  i n  
Flemish bond wi th  random glazed headers.  The c e n t e r  is pierced by a 
narrow 4-over-4 pane window on each l e v e l ,  and is supported by a semi- 
c i r c u l a r  v a u l t  a t  ground l e v e l .  A t  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  t h e r e  is an  
e x t e r i o r  door on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  chimney s t r u c t u r e ,  and a window is on 
each side on t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l .  The o t h e r  s i d e  of the  house f ea tu re  
a two-story early-nineteenth-century wing wi th  an  e x t e r i o r  chimney and a 
shallow gable  roof.  Except f o r  the  wing, the  e x t e r i o r  of Chester  has bee 
l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  and r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  9 -wer -9  sash ,  box cornice ,  and 
much o ld  clapboarding.  
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Nearly a l l  of the  o r i g i n a l  woodwork su rv ives  on the  i n t e r i o r .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  f i r s t - f l o o r  room f e a t u r e s  a paneled chimney p iece  flanked by 
f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on pedes ta ls .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  chimney p iece  
a r e  doors ,  which l i k e  the  mantel s h e l f ,  are topped by "dog eared" panels.  
The companion f i r s t - f l o o r  room a l s o  conta ins  a paneled chimney p iece  
flanked by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  and doors. 

n MOV.~ Original S in  

Chester  r e t a i n s  its r u r a l  s e t t i n g ,  being surrounded by f i e l d s  and 
woodlands. I n  the  imnediate v i c i n i t y  o f  the  house i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
plank outbui ld ing .  
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STATEMENT O F  S a O N I F I C I N C E  

~ h e s i e r  is bel ieved t o  have been b u i l t  i n  1773, because one o f  the  b r i c k s  
i n  the  chimneys is inscr ibed  wi th  t h i s  da te .  The f i r s t  owner of the  house 
John Sledge, so ld  Chester  i n  1777 t o  Robert Parham. I n  1783, i t  w a s  
bought by Captain Nathaniel Dunn, a member of the  House of Delegates.  
Captain W i l l i a m  Harrison purchased Chester  i n  1787, and h i s  son, W i l l i a m ,  
Jr., who i n h e r i t e d  the  proper ty ,  added t h e  wing i n  the  1820's.  Chester  
r e m i n e d  i n  the  Harrison family u n t i l  1871, and was purchased by a 
Harrison descendant i n  1969. 

Chester  i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  possessing one of the  f i n e s t  
and most massive s e t s  of coupled e x t e r i o r  s t acks  i n  Virginia.  The 
jo in ing  of e x t e r i o r  s t a c k s  i n t o  a s i n g l e  s t r u c t u r e  through the  use of a 
pent  c l o s e t  was a f a i r l y  common p r a c t i c e  i n  the  late e igh teen th  century ,  
but connect ions between s t acks  on two l e v e l s ,  a s  a t  Ches ter ,  i s  much 
r a r e r .  Those on Chester  and Watervi l le  (King William County) a r e  thought 
t o  be the  only c o l o n i a l  specimens of t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  t o  survive  
i n  Virg in ia .  

Chester  f u r t h e r  s t ands  as a well-preserved example of a more prodigious 
'Sou ths ide  c o l o n i a l  farmhouse. I ts  va lue  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  document 

is  enhanced by the  s u r v i v a l  of nea r ly  a l l  of i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  
woodwork. t h a t ,  though handsomely embellished wi th  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  
is somewhat: p rov inc ia l  i n  design.  Chester  is c u r r e n t l y  undergoing 
renovation a f t e r  pass ing  through a period of neglec t .  
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